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15th Week after Trinity / Michael & All Angels / Harvest:  

25th September – 1st October 2022  

Greetings from Eileen 

Dear Friends, 

HARVEST! It is indeed that time of the year. It’s also that time of the year when birds 

begin to fly south. I wish I’d taken a photograph of those geese, calling loudly on others to 

join them, as they flew over the vicarage this morning.  

Last Sunday, almost 40 children and 

adults celebrated Messy Harvest in St 

Mary’s, Gainford.  This Sunday, St 

Mary’s Worship Band will accompany 

the congregation at a Harvest 

Communion when Harvest gifts will 

be given to our local foodbank and 

hospice. On Sunday 2nd October, 

Winston St Andrew’s will give thanks 

for Harvest and our youth will serve refreshments after the service. If you have a glut of 

fruit in your gardens or allotments, do consider giving them to foodbank pantries, which 

are now taking fresh produce for people in need. 

We have had a couple of emotionally heavy weeks. I have been mindful of some who are 

‘seniors’, peers of our late Queen and others, peers of our new King.  Please accept my prayers 

for you, as the weight of life’s frailty, fragility, and mortality might have weighed more heavily on 

your hearts and minds than even on mine. Be comforted in the eternal hope that comes from 

God, the One from whom comes all life. 

To everything there is a season, 

A time for every purpose under heaven: 

I know that whatever God does, 

It shall be forever. 

Nothing can be added to it, 

And nothing taken from it.  

Ecclesiastes 3: 1, 14 

SERVICES THIS SUNDAY 

Everyone is welcome. I look forward to seeing you at: 

9.30am  St Andrew’s, Winston – Holy Communion (Michael & All Angels) 

10.45am St Mary’s, Gainford – Harvest Communion 

5pm  St Mary’s, Gainford – Choral Evensong (Michael & All Angels) 

 

God, the most holy and glorious Trinity is with us, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 

Rev’d Canon Eileen Harrop 
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Collect for Harvest 

Eternal God, 

you crown the year with your goodness 

and you give us the fruits of the earth in their 

season: 

grant that we may use them to your glory, 

for the relief of those in need and for our own 

well-being; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

Post Communion Prayer for Harvest 

Lord of the harvest, 

with joy we have offered thanksgiving for 

your love in creation 

and have shared in the bread and the wine of 

the kingdom: 

by your grace plant within us a reverence for 

all that you give us 

and make us generous and wise stewards 

of the good things we enjoy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen

Collect for Michael & All Angels 

Everlasting God, 

you have ordained and constituted the ministries of angels and mortals in a wonderful order: 

grant that as your holy angels always serve you in heaven, 

so, at your command, 

they may help and defend us on earth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

Post Communion Prayer for Michael & All Angels 

Lord of heaven, 

in this eucharist you have brought us near 

to an innumerable company of angels 

and to the spirits of the saints made perfect: 

as in this food of our earthly pilgrimage 

we have shared their fellowship, 

so may we come to share their joy in heaven; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

First Reading (St Mary’s – Harvest): Psalm 100 
1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
2     Worship the Lord with gladness; 

    come into his presence with singing. 
3 Know that the Lord is God. 

    It is he that made us, and we are his; 

    we are his people, and the sheep of his 

pasture. 

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

    and his courts with praise. 

    Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
5 For the Lord is good; 

    his steadfast love endures for ever, 

    and his faithfulness to all generations. 
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Gospel Reading (St Mary’s – Harvest): John 6:25-35 
25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, when did you come 

here?’ 26 Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw 

signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for 

the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God 

the Father has set his seal.’ 28 Then they said to him, ‘What must we do to perform the works of 

God?’ 29 Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has 

sent.’ 30 So they said to him, ‘What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and 

believe you? What work are you performing? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it 

is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”’ 32 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell 

you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the 

true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives 

life to the world.’ 34 They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’ 

 
35 Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

 

First Reading (St Andrew’s): Hebrews 1:5-14  
5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, ‘You are my Son; today I have begotten you’? 

Or again, ‘I will be his Father, and he will be my Son’? 
6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’ 
7 Of the angels he says, ‘He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.’ 
8 But of the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, is for ever and ever, and the righteous sceptre is the 

sceptre of your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your 

God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.’ 
10 And, ‘In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
11 they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; 12 like a cloak you will roll 

them up, and like clothing they will be changed. 

But you are the same, and your years will never end.’ 
13 But to which of the angels has he ever said, ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a 

footstool for your feet’? 14 Are not all angels spirits in the divine service, sent to serve for the sake of 

those who are to inherit salvation? 
 

The Gospel (St Andrew’s): John 1:47-51 
47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in 

whom there is no deceit!’ 48 Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus 

answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’  49 Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you 

are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ 50 Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I 

told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’  51 And he said 

to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of Man.’ 
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ADDRESS at The Thanksgiving Service to our late Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth 

II, Wednesday 21st September 2022, St Mary’s Church, Gainford 

Following the funeral at which our late Majesty was commended before Almighty God, and the Committal 

at which she was laid to rest on Monday 19th September 2022, the Parish of Gainford held a Churches 

Together Service of Thanksgiving at which His Majesty’s Deputy Lord-Lieutenant Professor Ian Neal, and 

the councillors of the (civic) Parish Council of Gainford and Langton were in attendance. 

There is hardly anything more to be said about our late Queen that has not already been said.  But 

this evening, we are pleased – all of us of this community and parish – to give thanks together.   

We give thanks for God’s gift to us of an anointed monarch, who towered above all the mighty in 

politics, nations, service, and worldly wealth.  She was God’s gift that we did not merit, but, who 

was made greater by our response to her inspiration of loving devotion and perfect service. She 

repeatedly confessed in sincere humility, that all she offered was her response to God’s unmerited 

gift of His Son, Jesus Christ, in whom she found to be all the guidance she needed to be and do the 

best she could. 

Our readings from the Psalms and the Gospel describe her personal relationship with Jesus and 

her faith in God. The hymns we have sung amplify the confidence that grew as she lived out her 

Sovereign vocation of these islands and realms, as Head of the Commonwealth, as a peer of world 

leaders, and as a woman of good standing. 

She has been received with joy into heaven’s everlasting reunion. Our late Sovereign believed that 

the greatest blessings and joys of her earthly life were a foretaste of glory divine.  That was her 

story and that was her song. Our new monarch and King, Charles III, knew her story and her song. 

And he has taken this to himself, that this story be his guide, his strength and his shield. And may 

our beloved late Queen’s remarkable life and wonderful story, lead us also to share this Blessed 

Assurance, and receive it as our own.  

Amen 

 


