
Page 1 of 3 

 

The week beginning 4th SUNDAY in ADVENT: 18th – 24th December 2022  

Greetings from Eileen 

Dear Friends,  

I began the past week in ‘my new parishes’ conducting a Communion service at Staindrop St 

Mary and the Parish Carol Service in Ingleton St John.  I knew you were in very good and 

familiar hands of our Bishop’s Chaplain Canon Dr Chris Knights. Then I was down to 

Hertfordshire via London for the College of Bishops residential meeting, with trains cancelled 

before and after mine because of the impending rail strike. While everything of those intense 3 

days is confidential, I am able to speak about an unscheduled extra meeting led by the 

Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby. Together with the Church of England 

Communications Director and the Bishop of the Diocese of Europe, Robert Innes, Archbishop 

Justin had just returned from Kviv, Ukraine via Warsaw, Poland.  They described their 

experience. https://fb.watch/hslaHEy85l/ 

From visits to shelters in basements and brave people in shops and on the streets, and on the 

train, they saw inexplicable courage and challenging real war time conditions. With winter 

getting much deeper each day, the weather is being weaponised to defeat the people of 

Ukraine. All utilities are being bombed, and without water and fuel for warmth and food, they 

are being threatened with starvation as well as freezing conditions. We were told that air raid 

sirens are activated on every mobile phone, which was an alarming experience for the 

Archbishop and his team 

when their mobiles blared out 

all at once through their 

breast pockets. But the spirit 

of determination and hope is 

incredibly strong among all 

the Ukrainians they met. They 

also met with the Russian 

Church, who asked for prayer 

as they too want this atrocity 

to stop. We are invited to 

join in prayer: 

 

This is a most confusing time: while the people in Ukraine are truly suffering, we in this 

country focus on a cost of living predicament that our most able economists and government 

are unable to address. God’s goodness will not be thwarted: ‘The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness can never extinguish it.’ (John 1:5) 

18th December the Sunday before Christmas has arrived. I look forward to seeing you. 

9.30am  St Andrew’s, Winston – Holy Communion 

10.45am St Mary’s, Gainford – Holy Communion with Baptism of an adult and a child 

7pm Churches Together Carol Service 

 

May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and waiting. 

Rev’d Canon Eileen Harrop 

https://fb.watch/hslaHEy85l/
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NOTICES:  

Have you seen Winston’s residents’ Advent Calendar around the 

village? You can listen to Bible readings and Reflections from the 

children of Staindrop CofE Primary School and from Simon Edens, our 

Ordinand in Training from Cranmer Hall placed in our parishes:  

http://www.gainfordwinston.church/advent  

There’s a QR code at each of our Advent Calendar locations so that everyone 

walking the trail can scan it to access Carols and seasonal music as well the 

readings and reflections. 

❖ About 30 people were thankful for Warm & Welcome 

2nd taster session on Friday 16th December. These will 

continue in the new year, and meanwhile Wendy Broderick and 

Geoff Taylor, our leader and our churchwarden involved in this 

new endeavour would appreciate hearing your ideas and 

suggestions: Please email them on 

warmandwelcomegainford@gmail.com  

 

❖ DONATIONS FOR THE PEOPLE OF UKRAINE: here is a link for donations: 

https://welcomechurches.org/giftofawelcome 

❖ Gainford CofE Primary School’s CHRISTINGLE service takes place at 2.15pm, Monday 

19th December in St Mary’s, Gainford.   

❖ Please PRAY FOR PARISHIONERS WHO ARE RECOVERING FROM SURGERY 

especially Winston’s St Andrew’s parishioners John, Patrick, and Linda.  If you know of 

anyone who would need special prayer do get in touch with our churchwardens or me. Thank you. 

 

https://welcomechurches.org/giftofawelcome
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Collect for 3rd SUNDAY in ADVENT 

God our redeemer, 

who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary 

to be the mother of your Son: 

grant that, as she looked for his coming as 

our saviour, 

so we may be ready to greet him 

when he comes again as our judge; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

God our Father, 

in this night you have made known to us again 

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him 

until the day dawns 

and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts. 

To him be glory both now and for ever.  

Amen 

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16 
10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol 

or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.”  
13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you 

weary my God also?  
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear 

a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 

refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose 

the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 

 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy 

Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 

planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 

wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to 

name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had 

been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 

    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given 

birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 

 


