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Greetings from Eileen WINSTON, GAINFORD, STAINDROP
Friends, AND INGLETON
¢d

St Andrew’s Winston hosted parishioners from all my parishes to receive the

Ash Wednesday

imposition of ashes and Communion on Ash Wednesday so marking the
commencement of Lent. What do these 40 days mean to you? Lent seems to
have come rather quickly this year, and on St Valentine’s Day. Considering love
and lent, | found these reflections:

DO YOU WANT TO
FAST THIS LENT?

In the words of Pope Francis

JOY IS LOVE REJOICING,
» Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
» Fast from sadness and be filled with PEACE IS LOVE AT REST.
gratitude. {
+ Fast from anger and be filled with patience. I YW E
* Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. PATIENCE IS LOVE WAITI NG’
* Fast from worri d have trust in God. PtV =
. th ﬁ‘gzl cc::;n;f:ji?s anggon‘l:esmlxr)lla,te KINDNESS IS LOVE INTERACTI NG’
implicity. A
omERslal GOODNESS IS LOVE INITIATING,
+ Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with -
joy. FAITHFULNESS IS L OVE KEEPING ITS WORD,
» Fast from selfishness and be compassionate
to others. GENTLENESS IS L. OVE EMPATHISING,
e Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
» Fast from words and be silent so you can SELF-CONTROL IS L.OVE RESISTING TEMPTATION.
listen. & |

Or perhaps we might confess that we find prayer quite difficult. Sometimes there seems
so much we want to say to God that we don’t know where to begin, and sometimes our
hearts and minds are so troubled that there are no words we could pray with. | have
many moments like these, and I'm thankful for the assurance given in Romans 8:25

‘For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with
groanings too deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the
Spirit...’

An apology for errors in a notice given last week:

ST MARY’S STAINDROP’S TODDLER GROUP did meet last Thursday as our schools are only on
half-term break from this weekend. So, there is no Toddler Group on Thursday 22nd and resumes
on 29th February at 9am. Please contact Kath kath.thacker@hotmail.co.uk or Pat in Staindrop for more

information.

A missed notice last week:

Churches Together in Gainford AGM welcomes everyone on Tuesday 20th February at | |
o'clock in St Osmund's Parish Centre. Tracy Freeman will give a short talk about the charity First
Stop Darlington, which helps people avoid homelessness. With the quick AGM, are refreshments.

Services this first Sunday of Lent, 18th February 2024

9.15am Service of the Word  Staindrop St Mary (Lay-led) The Worship Group
9.30am Holy Communion Wi inston St Andrew Rev’d Moji Jaiyesimi
10.45am Holy Communion Gainford St Mary Rev’d Moji Jaiyesimi

May God bless us, that in us may be found love and humility, obedience and thanksgiving, discipline, and peace.

Rev’d Canon Eileen Harrop
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NOTICES

Bereavement: The funeral service for the late Joyce Bainbridge, who passed away on Wednesday
24t January 2024, will take place at 12 noon Monday |9t February in St Mary’s, Gainford and
thereafter will follow a private Committal Service at Darlington Crematorium, with Refreshments
afterwards at Headlam Hall.

We hope the 60 who attended the Chinese New Year Party at Gainford’s Village Hall
on Saturday 10t February had a great time with a fusion supper, open bar, music and
singalong, raffle prizes, quiz, cake, and dancing! I'd love to share some of the

calligraphed Chinese names in next week’s newsletter.

Please note the CHANGE OF TIME on Saturday 24th GATHER Pints of View
at Cross Keys, Gainford 7pm

NEW PEW CUSHIONS at Staindrop St Mary’s Church
‘ = b ™ We are grateful to Sandra May for making new pew cushions for all
the central pews in our nave, in response to a commission from
Helen Welan in memory of her parents Ron and Joan Hull, who had
been faithful members of the church. Joan was an excellent
needlewoman who made many items from kneelers to altar cloths
~| for many churches, and these pew cushions are most fitting in her

| memory. There will be a special blessing of these cushions at the
Communion Service on Sunday 25t February, when Helen and her
- family will be in attendance.

, with
hot drinks, cake or other comfort food! A warm space to enjoy company, share or listen, and enjoy new
activity proposed by regulars who have enjoyed this weekly time together.

Churches Together in Gainford’s LENT LUNCHES take place on Tuesday 27t February in St
Osmund’s Centre, and on Wednesday |3t March in St Mary’s, Gainford. St Andrew’s, Winston’s
LENT LUNCH will take place on Saturday 9t March in Winston Village Hall, and donations go to the

local Food Bank. Ingleton St John the Evangelist’s LENT LUNCH includes a time of reflection led
by Rev’d Moji Jaiyesimi at Ingleton Village Hall on Tuesday 26th March at 12 noon, during which
will be a Lent quiz with an Easter Egg for the winner.

Singing can help to... ity P Join us for an

oA e P exciting new event
‘iSingPop’ - a
concert of Christian
‘ choral music -
performed by the children of Staindrop Primary School at Staindrop St Mary’s Church on Friday
Ist March from 2.15pm. The children will be practising intensely during the week before the concert and
their families and members of the community and our churches are especially welcome. Donations are
welcome to support our increasing partnership between our church and the school. For more information

contact Sarah Fells, our Missioner stmarys@gainfordwinston.church
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COLLECT for I* Sunday of Lent
Almighty God,

whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in
the wilderness,

and was tempted as we are, yet without sin:

give us grace to discipline ourselves in
obedience to your Spirit;

and, as you know our weakness,

so may we know your power to save;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen

Readings for the 1* Sunday of Lent

Genesis 9:8-17

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Lord God,

you have renewed us with the living bread
from heaven;

by it you nourish our faith,

increase our hope,

and strengthen our love:

teach us always to hunger for him who is
the true and living bread,

and enable us to live by every word

that proceeds from out of your mouth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, * ‘As for me, | am establishing my covenant with

you and your descendants after you, '°and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the

domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. ''|

establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and

never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’

'2God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that | make between me and you and every living

creature that is with you, for all future generations: '*| have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be

a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. '*When | bring clouds over the earth and the bow
is seen in the clouds, "* | will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living

creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. '® When the

bow is in the clouds, | will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every

living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.’

'” God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that | have established between me and all flesh

that is on the earth.’

Mark 1:9-15

?In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. '® And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending

like a dove on him. '' And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am

well pleased.’

'2 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. '* He was in the wilderness for forty

days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

'“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, '*and

saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good

news.’
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Sermon, The Sunday before Lent 2024 — RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY (Winston and
Gainford): Rev’d Canon Eileen Harrop, | 1" February 2024 (2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark
9:2-9 — and other R] texts)

It is increasingly rare for anyone not to have travelled away from their own country for holidays,
and more and more, some also have worked away. For us, in rural Teesdale, being in another
country often involves not only encountering racial and/or ethnic difference, but diversity. VWe meet
people whose life is culturally different, who have been born racially different and from a different
ethnic heritage. Have you transported yourselves somewhere in your memories of being abroad?
When | was a child, my father enjoyed using the cine-camera, and we’d return home looking
forward to take out the projector to relive those holiday scenes.

Of course, we know that ‘difference’ is relative, that is, not the same as me, or you, or what we are
familiar with. More often than not, we return from holidays away or abroad, enthused by what
we’ve experienced and learnt, whether it’s the food or hospitality, ways of doing things, or
whatever has inspired us. What we have enjoyed and want to talk to others about have come about
because there is delight in diversity.

But our starting place about diversity as people of God, is not dependent on what we have liked or
found interesting. Our starting place is to recognise God’s design for the people He created in His
own image.

John the Apostle who had been given revelations of heaven, wrote: “I looked, and behold, a great
multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” So,
inherent to God’s own image is diversity. People who are found in every nation are people
representing every ethnicity and are racially more varied than we can imagine. All peoples in St
John’s vision of heaven belong before Christ’s throne, all having been redeemed by God’s grace,
every language equally raised in praise to God, proclaiming a common salvation.

The Apostle Paul has also written definitively about the diversity among people. To the early
Christians in Corinth: “There are doubtless many different languages in the world, and none is without
meaning”; and in Colossae: “Here, there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.”

Yet, we know that this celebration and receptivity of ‘the other’, of racial and ethnic variations,
seems to be an unrealistic ideal in the world. There would not to be a need for emphasis on Racial
Justice, if there is no injustice and no Racism. What has happened that has pushed aside, obscured,
and silenced the glorious, the colourful, and amazing diversity that God had blessed for us to enjoy
together?

My dear parishioners and friends, this has been a place of healing and a restorative time for me.
God has filled us with such love, of your warmth, genuine interest, natural respectfulness, and
authentic welcome. Because even | have experienced the sad and insidious disgrace of Racism.
When | first came to this country, | was a shocked to find that this was hardly the Christian country
| had looked forward to. | was not convinced about Racism until | became its victim.
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Racism is belittling, dismissive, insulting and offensive, which made for a disappointing initial
university experience. | grappled with my mother’s grievous sorrow when | chose to marry an
Englishman, and learnt of her suppressed angst against ‘the imperial masters’. Brian was silenced in his
disappointment when he experienced Racism too. He learnt about his label ‘ghost man’ (Guai Lo)
widely used by the Chinese people in Hong Kong and South East Asia. For me, it was almost
unbearable when Racism was meted out by colleagues in the Church.

There is no joy nor does the solution come from focusing on the sin of Racism and injustice
towards those who are different. Instead, we look to Christ in whom we receive transformation in
our hearts, minds, and spirit.

Today, our Gospel narrative recalls the event generally referred to as “The Transfiguration’. Jesus
asks 3 of his disciples, Peter, James, and John, to walk up a mountain with him. The disciples don’t
seem to know what they might expect. What happens to Jesus is a preface to His return to
heavenly glory. God affirms Jesus’ divine nature and clothes him with glory. In a way, Jesus the
human person, is in that moment shed of the sin of the world.

We might never be rid of pernicious sinfulness such as Racism or Racial Injustice. But we know
God’s will, God’s desire, and we know that racial and ethnic diversity is in the very nature of God’s
glory. So, do not join in when others mock another for their race, colour, or ethnic difference. Seek
God’s help to purify our thoughts, words and deeds. And we too, can even in this life, be honed
and transformed from glory into glory.

Amen



