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Greetings from Eileen

Friends,

Last Sunday was as an oasis in the desert of Lent, when
many received refreshment on Mothering Sunday. This
Sunday we return to the wilderness to join Jesus as he
draws attention to his final earthly days, and point to
fulfilling His Father’s WVill.

What does your wilderness look like? How does
your time in the wilderness feel? For most of us, it
isn’t a place we’'d choose to be. It isn’t joyful, easy; not
surrounded by people that we’d choose to have
around us. It’s not our worldly idea of flourishing,
where we find satisfaction in ourselves.

This Sunday is referred to as Passion Sunday, when Passiontide begins — a week before we get to Holy
Week. For some of us, this season of Lent has been indeed an uncomfortable place. | confess to feelings of
angst when ‘the Church’ speaks about ‘emptying oneself by taking ourselves to a place of quiet, away from
the busyness of whatever our lives are full of. How am | to take myself to this quiet place of stillness while
ministering to 4 parishes, 3 schools, 4 ministers in training, a church plant, several missional projects, 2
diocesan roles, and 2 national roles — aside from being attentive to family including those in far flung places?
Reflecting on our Gospel reading for Passion Sunday | am comforted that Jesus identifies with being
challenged in the way He, the Son of Man will be honoured, that He would glorify His Father by his death
on the Cross. We know, because we are familiar with Jesus’ angst and deep anguish at Gethsamane, that he
saw the bitter suffering of the cup from which God the Father was asking him to drink.

Therefore, | invite all of us to reflect on how we are drawing close to God this Lent, to His sacrificial love
and what that means. Is there Easter without Lent, Passiontide and Good Friday? | invite us this Lent to ask
if we have found ourselves challenged with discomfort, with not getting our own way, and if we have been
self-sacrificing for the Lord’s sake, and in this way find ourselves truly in the heart of God’s will.

MESSY CHURCH had moved from last Sunday to this Sunday. Do you know a young family in our
parishes? Or perhaps you know of grandparents who are looking after their grandchildren this weekend? Would you
invite them to Messy Church? | haven’t known any grandparent, parent, or child, who has attended Messy
Church to come away with any other feeling except that it was a wonderful experience. We offer this
time and a team works hard to plan and serve at Messy Church because God desires that we bless children
and families to be in God’s presence and to know how much they are loved. Invite someone; come
along: 3.30-5.30pm this Sunday |7th March in St Mary’s Church, Gainford.

Also, this Sunday 6.30-8.30pm, our older youth (11, years 7 and older) are attending THE

PULSE in Durham Cathedral. It’s not too late to join in. Contact Sarah 01833 660773

Services on PASSION SUNDAY, the 5th Sunday of Lent | 7th March 2024

9.15am Holy Communion Staindrop St Mary Rev’d Canon Eileen Harrop with
Lay Minister in Training Sarah Fells

9.30am Holy Communion Winston St Andrew Rev’d Moji Jaiyesimi

10.45am Holy Communion Gainford St Mary Rev’d Moji Jaiyesimi

3.30pm MESSY CHURCH Gainford St Mary Sheila, Sarah & Messy Church Team

May God bless us, that in us may be found love and humility, obedience and thanksgiving, discipline, and peace.

Rev’d Canon Eileen Harrop




NOTICES

FUNERAL: The Service for our late Ingleton PCC member CHRISTY MATSON will take
place at | lam in St John The Evangelist Church, Ingleton on Wednesday 27 March, and
therefore the family will proceed to Staindrop Cemetery for a private committal and
burial. Please continue to pray for Terry and their family during this sad time.

THE TODDLER GROUP at Staindrop St Mary’s continues on Thursdays at 9am. There is no
fee although donations are always welcome. A toilet is available.

’

with hot drinks, cake or other comfort food! A warm space to enjoy company, share or listen, and
enjoy new activity proposed by regulars who have enjoyed this weekly time together.

Gainford’s Churches Together Lent Lunches drew together
more than 50 parishioners from our 4 parishes as well as
members of St Osmund’s Roman Catholic Church to share home
made soups, bread and cheese. The donations amounted to £240
will go to First Stop a charity to help prevent homelessness in
Darlington.

Ingleton St John the Evangelist’s LENT LUNCH includes a time of reflection led by Rev’d Moji
Jaiyesimi at Ingleton Village Hall on Tuesday 26th March at |12 noon, during which will be a
Lent quiz with an Easter Egg for the winner.

The Feast of St Cuthbert Service and Pilgrimage in Durham Cathedral

Join me in Durham Cathedral on Friday 15 March 6.00pm at the Procession and Service on
the Feast of St Cuthbert, and on Pilgrimage on Saturday 16 March from 10.00 am St Cuthbert’s
Church, Chester-le Street or leaving at 1.15 pm from Finchale Priory to Durham Cathedral, where we
shall celebrate the Eucharist at 4pm, at which I shall be assisting the Dean, The Very
Reverend Philip Plyming, with our preacher, the recently installed Dean of Newcastle, The Very
Reverend Lee Batson.

A Prayer for the Afflicted Grant health and recovery to those who
are suffering.

Guide the hands of physicians,

and preserve those who are healthy
that we may continue to serve thee in
peace

and glorify Thy most honourable and

majestic name

O God Almighty, Lord of heaven and
earth, and of all creation visible and
invisible,

in Thine ineffable goodness, help us and
defend us in this day of affliction.

Thou knowest our weakness.

Thou hearest our cry in repentance and
contrition of heart.

O Lord who lovest mankind deliver us
from the threats that surround us.

Send Thine angel to watch over us and
protect us.

of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit,

now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen.



COLLECT for PASSION Sunday

Most merciful God,

who by the death and resurrection of your
Son Jesus Christ

delivered and saved the world:

grant that by faith in him who suffered on
the cross

we may triumph in the power of his victory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Lord Jesus Christ,

you have taught us

that what we do for the least of our
brothers and sisters

we do also for you:

give us the will to be the servant of others
as you were the servant of all,

and gave up your life and died for us,

who is alive and reigns with you, but are alive and reign, now and for ever..
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, Amen

one God, now and for ever. Amen

Readings for PASSION SUNDAY 5% Sunday of Lent
Jeremiah 31:31-34

' The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. ** It will not be like the covenant that | made with their ancestors when
| took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though
| was their husband, says the Lord. ** But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the Lord: | will put my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts; and |
will be their God, and they shall be my people. ** No longer shall they teach one another, or say to
each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the Lord; for | will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

John 12:20-33

2 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 2' They came to
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” ?* Philip went
and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. * Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has
come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 2 Very truly, | tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. »* Those who love their
life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 2 Whoever serves
me must follow me, and where | am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father
will honour.

7 ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should | say—*Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is for
this reason that | have come to this hour. ? Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from
heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and | will glorify it again.’ ?” The crowd standing there heard it and said that
it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ *° Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for
your sake, not for mine. *' Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be
driven out. ** And |, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ ** He said this
to indicate the kind of death he was to die.



