The 15t Week after TRINITY - NEWSLETTER
8th — | 4th September 2024
Greetings from Eileen

‘The LORD will always guide you; He will satisfy you in a sun-scorched land and strengthen your frame. You will be like a
well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail.” Isaiah 58:1 |

Some of you may have enjoyed holidays in sun-scorched places and strangely felt refreshed, more ready for a
new school year or to resume work, while the idea of a well-watered garden would receive approval from
gardeners and farmers. How we learn from God’s created nature that life thrives with both sun and rain.

Did you know that the UK Government had designated September as
the British East and South East Asian Heritage month? Last week |
attended the 3¢ Anniversary Celebration of TEAHOUSE, a network of

Pope TF ‘ Chinese-heritage clergy and ordinands in the Church of
Crancis England, and learnt that there are only 5 Incumbents
[am (Priests in Charge) of Chinese-heritage, of which only one is

asking % an honorary Canon. As it happens, Pope Francis is on tour 3 ‘
in the ;f in South East Asia this week, including a visit to my native —_— ¥
name 4 . country Singapore. I'm thankful for positive ecumenical " T
of God™» relationships here, where | am also an Associate Methodist Presbyter.

Here is an exceptional view of St Andrew’s Church in Winston,
unfamiliar even to Winston’s parishioners, through the aperture of the
Millennium Beehive on Winston’s Millennium Field (credit with permission: DJ
Aerial Photography). We are blessed indeed with our extraordinary places of
worship.

Our Harvest season is upon us with farmers busy haymaking and our fields
now changing from green to gold. Here’s advance notice of HUNDRED
FOR HARVEST, a special Sunday set aside in Gainford for their Harvest
Service followed by a free Ploughman’s Lunch in the village hall. Church and
School are joining together to challenge everyone to collect 100
bags of food so we can help more people in need. (More information
overleaf).

Ingleton St John’s Church PCC have launched BB Lotto an Pray to the God of Growth.
innovative and fun way to invite contribution towards perennial . ) )

, So the churches were strengthened in the faith
funds for the church’s future. Less than £9 per month offers the  anqincreased in numbers daily."
winning prospect of £20 each week, to increase your giving Acts 16:5
to any good causes as you wish. God blesses our efforts that
complement his provision. To find out about BB Lotto, contact RELGTLIESL,
Joyce Mead treasurer.ingletonpcc@gmail.com

Visionitolouriplanni

Services on Sunday 8th September 2024 Wisdor lonh w2
9.15am HOI)’ Communion Staindrop St Maw* Joyto'ouriworship,
Rev'd MO]I Jal)’eSIml And power to our witnes
9.30am Holy Communion Winston St Andrew
Rev’d Canon Eileen Harrop

10.45am Holy Communion Gainford St Mary*

Rev’d Canon Eileen Harrop

llam Holy Communion Ingleton St John the Evangelist
Rev’'d Moji Jaiyesimi

The Blessed Virgin Mary will be commemorated within these services.

Helplour Church to gr:

Rev’d Canon Eileen Harrop



NOTICES

THIS SATURDAY 7th September 3-5pm Come along to the
GATHER Church and MESSY CHURCH BIG FAITH FEAST! A
picnic with a difference.

A time of fun with God’s glorious blessing with games, a scavenger
hunt, crosswords, crafts, music, prayer, and praise.

Other advance notices: From September

T Every Tuesday lunchtime prayer gathering for our parishes’
ministry and mission hosted by Jen Hindhaugh in Gainford.

T GATHER LIFE GROUP Discipleship Fellowship and Bible Study
hosted in Staindrop by Linda Hausmanis

T Every THURSDAY mornings TODDLER GROUP hosted at
Staindrop St Mary’s

T Every 2nd THURSDAY evening 6.30-8pm YOUTH SAINTS
hosted at Gainford St Mary’s

t Every FRIDAY mornings WARM & WELCOME in Gainford Village
Hall

LICENSING OF LAY MINISTERS

We are delighted that PAULA HARRISON KIRKUP, PCC member of Winston St Andrew and Chair of
Governors at Staindrop Church of England Primary School will be licensed as an AUTHORISED LAY
CHILDREN’S MINISTER; and TOM DEAKIN, Co-Lead of our church plant GATHER, Pilgrimage Lead and
Technology Lead for our 4 parishes, PCC member of Winston St Andrew, and Gainford Parishioner, will be
licensed as a LAY MINISTER OF THE WORD, on Saturday |4th September | lam at Durham
Cathedpral. Everyone is most welcome to attend their licensing service to bless them with your support.

This year Gainford St Mary’s
and Gainford Primary School
are joining to challenge us all to
collect 100 bags of food so we
can help more people in need.
We will donate the tins and packets to the Well Food Bank at West Aukland and fresh produce to the kitchen at
the Butterwick Hospice Stockton. We have supported these two charities for many years. A bag can be any size,
small or large, everything is welcome. More information on https://www.facebook.com/gainfordwinston

We will collect your gifts during the week beginning the 22nd of September. They can be left in church,
which is open every day from 10am until 4pm or at the Village Hall when the post office is open or if you have
children at school by bringing it to school. There will be two Harvest services at St Mary’s. The school
service on Thursday 26th of September and the church service at 11am on Sunday 29th of
September, We'd like to see lots of you in church to celebrate the number of bags we’ve cllected. All are
welcome. We will wrap up the Hundred for Harvest project with a ploughman’s lunch in the Village Hall at
12 noon, after the church service, to which all are welcome. Get free tickets from church members or
school or email geoffandsue379@gmail.com for tickets to give us an idea for catering.

This Sunday marks the second anniversary of the accession of King Charles Ill, who is the Supreme
Governor of The Church of England. We pray for His Majesty and the Royal Family.

O Lord our God, who upholdest and governest all things by the word of thy power: Receive our humble prayers
for our Sovereign Lord CHARLES, as on this day, set over us by thy grace and providence to be our King; and,
together with him, bless, we beseech thee, Queen Camilla, William Prince of Wales, the Princess of Wales, and
all the Royal Family; that they, ever trusting in thy goodness, protected by thy power, and crowned with thy
gracious and endless favour, may long continue before thee in peace and safety, joy and honour, and after death
may obtain everlasting life and glory, by the merits and mediation of Christ Jesus our Saviour, who with thee and
the Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth ever one God, world without end. Amen




COLLECT for the Blessed Virgin Mary
Almighty God,

who looked upon the lowliness of the Blessed Virgin
Mary

and chose her to be the mother of thy only Son:
grant that we who are redeemed by his blood

may share with her in the glory of thy eternal kingdom;
through Jesus Christ thy Son, our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

ever one God, world without end.

Amen.

COLLECT for the 15t after TRINITY

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit
upon your Church in the burning fire of your love:
grant that your people may be fervent

in the fellowship of the gospel

that, always abiding in you,

they may be found steadfast in faith and active in
service;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

READINGS for the 15t after TRINITY
James 2:1-17

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Grant, we pray, O mérciful Lord,

that these holy mysteries which we have received
may fill us with your saving grace:

and that, as the Blessed Virgin Mary, who was
taken up into heaven,

we may be brought to the glory of the
resurrection; through Jésus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual
mercy;

and, because without you our human frailty
cannot but fall,

keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful,
and lead us to all things profitable to our
salvation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

I' My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favouritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus

Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty
clothes also comes in, 3 and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, ‘Have a seat here,
please’, while to the one who is poor you say, ‘Stand there’, or, ‘Sit at my feet’, 4 have you not made distinctions
among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God
chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those
who love him? é But you have dishonoured the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you!? Is it not they who drag
you into court? 7 s it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you?

8You do well if you really fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, ‘You shall love your neighbour as
yourself.” 9 But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 19 For
whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. ! For the one who said,
‘You shall not commit adultery’, also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you
murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the
law of liberty. I3 For judgement will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over
judgement.

14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save

you? 151f a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, !¢ and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep
warm and eat your fil’, and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17 So faith by itself,
if it has no works, is dead.
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Mark 7:24-37

24 From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to
know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 25 but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit
immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26 Now the woman was a Gentile, of
Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27 He said to her, ‘Let the children
be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28 But she answered him,

‘Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.’ 29 Then he said to her, ‘For saying that, you may
go—the demon has left your daughter.’ 30 So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon
gone.

31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region
of the Decapolis. 32 They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him
to lay his hand on him. 33 He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and
he spat and touched his tongue. 34 Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be
opened.’ 35 And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36 Then

Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37 They
were astounded beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the
mute to speak.’

REFLECTION FROM POPE FRANCIS SUMMER 2024

“You can have flaws, be anxious and even be angry, but don’t forget that your life is the greatest
business in the world. Only you can stop it from failure. You are appreciated, admired and loved by
many. Remember that being happy is not having a sky without storms, a road without accidents, a job
without effort, relationships without disappointments.

“Being happy is to stop feeling a victim and become the author of your own destiny. It's going through
deserts, but being able to find an oasis deep in your soul. It's to thank God every morning for the
miracle of life. It’s kissing your children, cuddling your parents, having poetic moments with your friends,
even when they hurt us.

“To be happy is to let live the creature that lives in each of us, free, joyful and simple. It's having
maturity to be able to say: "I made mistakes". Having the courage to say "I'm sorry". It's having a
sensitivity to say "l need you". Is having the ability to say "l love you". May your life become a garden of
opportunities for happiness... that in spring | can be a lover of joy and in winter a lover of wisdom.

"And when you make a mistake, start over. Because only then will you fall in love with life. You will find
that being happy doesn't mean having a perfect life. But she uses tears to irrigate tolerance. Use your
defeats to train your patience.

"Use your mistakes with the serenity of the sculptor. Use pain to tune into pleasure. Use obstacles to
open the windows of intelligence. Never give up ... Above all, never give up on the people that love you.
Never give up on happiness, because life is an amazing show. ".




