EASTER & EASTER 2 NEWSLETTER
20* April - 3" May 2025

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred
brothers and sisters at one time. (I Corinthians |3:3b-6a)

On Easter Day, at each of our services, as we have journeyed through the
height and depth of spiritual emotions and reflection, we shall sing ‘Jesus Christ
is Risen today, Alleluia!’

For our children and families, who with them are resting and being refreshed on their Easter holidays, we hope
they truly find a new lightness and energy for life. God resurrected his Incarnate Son from mortal death to life
anew, ready to resume his eternal glory. During our season of Eastertide, we remember God gifted us Jesus
for 40 days in his physically visible appearance to his disciples, believers and seekers; assuring those whose
human understanding struggled with the mystery of faith; and appointing Peter to found and build the Church
until he returns again in glory. We have this gift of Jesus in his pastoral love beyond the grave,
extending his personal relationship with those who seek and those who love him. It is Jesus with Peter, who
accepted Jesus’ commission, who have brought about the Church in which we gather as people of God in the
Body of Christ, from then till this day. Let us hold firmly, with thankfulness, rejoicing, and faith, to this gift; and
not be swayed by the afflictions of the Church from human inadequacy and the forces of worldly division.

| am writing this on my birthday, ahead of the Royal Maundy occasion tomorrow when 2 of our own are
among the 75 in Durham Diocese, who will receive King Charles |II’s thanks for decades of Christian service
that will continue to bless our communities for generations to come. | am proud to be their Priest, to have

o | " wrestled with them spiritually and faithfully,

y in guiding our churches and parishes. Geoff
and Graham, may you continue to give
God the glory for the great things he has
done through your faithful love for the Lord
and those whom His Spirit has stirred you to
serve.

Here are weblinks that feature Graham, who will also be on ITV News:
https://www.durhamcathedral.co.uk/articles/recipients-of-maundy-money-are-looking-forward-to-the-royal-service-
at-durham-cathedral

https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/250871 | 6.county-durham-man-receive-kings-money-durham-cathedral/

SERVICES ON EASTER SUNDAY:

9.15am Staindrop St Mary Rev’d Canon Eileen Harrop
9.30am Winston St Andrew Rev’d Moji Jaiyesimi
10.45am Gainford St Mary Rev’d Moji Jaiyesimi
llam Ingleton St John Rev’d Canon Eileen Harrop

SERVICES ON EASTER 2:

9.15am Staindrop St Mary LAY SERVICE OF THE WORD
9.30am Winston St Andrew Rev’d Moji Jaiyesimi
10.45am Gainford St Mary Rev’d Moji Jaiyesimi

Lift up your heart. Lift up your voice! Rejoice, again | say, rejoice!

Rev’d Canon Eileen Harrop
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Brian and | are away for a few days for a belated celebration of special occasions deferred during Holy Week. Geoff and
Lynne will send out a brief newsletter for Gainford and Winston, for Easter 3 Sunday May 4t. Staindrop St Mary’s Lay
Leaders will make announcements on Easter 2’s service about events during and dfter the week of Easter 3.

NOTICES

An Easter Baptism

We rejoice with Louise and Elsie, who are being baptised on Easter Sunday in Staindrop. We pray for Louise’s
supporters and Elsie’s Parents and Godparents, as they encourage them to know God and to live in the love of
Christ, in whom they will declare their faith.

An Eastertide Wedding
Robert Gustard and Ritu Kumar, will be married on Tuesday 22nd April, Ipm, at St Mary’s, Gainford. We
congratulate them and pray that their joy will be complete as they grow in love with God in their lives.

PCC MEMBERS NEEDED!
Staindrop and Ingleton are in need of additional PCC members. PCCs meet only about 8 times a year,
so the commitment is not practically heavy. Please speak to your churchwarden(s) or PCC members.

YOU COULD BE OUR NEXT CHURCHWARDEN!

It is wonderful to serve God as a churchwarden. Staindrop has vacancies for 2 churchwardens to be shared among
3 posts, and Ingleton has one post to be filled. Churchwardens Judith Pressley (Ingleton) and Linda Hausmanis
(Staindrop) would be glad to hear from you.

ARE YOU EXPERIENCED IN ADMINISTRATION? WE HAVE A PAID VACANCY!
Staindrop St Mary’s PCC is looking for a Secretary/Executive Assistant in a part time role (10 hours a month)
where your skills can make a real difference. Please contact Linda Hausmanis: linda.hausmanis@gmail.com

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETINGS all held at each parish church
A reminder: (After services) Gainford St Mary’s — Sunday 4th May; Staindrop St Mary’s — Sunday 4th May; Winston
St Andrew’s — Sunday | It May. On Thursday 22nd May 4.30pm Ingleton St John the Evangelist Church.

INSPIRING MINISTRY

As they prepared to begin their Easter
holidays, children in  Staindrop ¢
Primary School’s Worship Committee §
installed Prayer Spaces in St Mary’s

Church for all the community to
participate during Eastertide. Year 5
children were the first to use these

spaces.

Thanks to Rev’d Moji, Ordinand-in-Training Claire, and Lay Minister of the
Word Tom, we were led to reflect on our Lord’s life example in the final days of
- his mortal life. Tom referred to Matthew’s account of Jesus disrupting traders and
| money lenders corruptly interrupting God’s people as they approached God’s holy
" temple. He asked us if there was something in our lives that needed disrupting to be
returned to holiness. We were also directed to Mary, sister of Lazarus, who saved
up to own an expensive jar of perfume, and poured it over Jesus’ feet. Do we love
Jesus as much to do something of such personal value just to bless our Lord? Rev'd
Moiji directed our attention to ‘the cup’: of salvation; sorrow; joy; and life. Without
our need to be sustained by water, the cup would be superfluous. Each time we lift a
cup to our lips, we give thanks that our lives are sustained and blessed, that Jesus
shared our cup of sorrow and filled our cup with salvation. Claire will be drawing our attention to the nails driven
into Jesus’ hands and feet. Jesus invites us, to be his hands and his feet to bring the Good News of God’s everlasting
eternal Kingdom to all the earth as he had done and shown his disciples.
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS

Please see attached separately the poster for STAINDROP’S EASTER WALK ON
MONDAY 21°¢ APRIL 2pm through Raby Park with refreshments at Scarth Hall.

Please also see attached separately posters for WINSTON ST ANDREW’S COFFEE
AND CAKE MORNING on 26 APRIL in the Village Hall
INGLETON’S FOOL’S GOLD SIREN SONG is being POSTPONED

STAINDROP’S SILVER BAND CONCERT ON 27" APRIL is being POSTPONED

COME TO SUPPORT AND ENJOY our young organist Llewellyn
Joshua Greenwell is giving an ORGAN RECITAL on Saturday 10*
May 3pm in Gainford St Mary’s Church. Come along to enjoy a
CREAM TEA at this recital. Donations gratefully appreciated!

GATHER’s RETREAT WEEKEND is open to all who would like to
be renewed finding oneself in the fresh
landscape of the Lake District. For 3 days
Friday 16™ - Sunday |8 May, this residential retreat in Buttermere
provides time for reflection, fellowship both indoors and outdoors including an
evening around a firepit and by the lakeside, conversation, sharing in the cooking
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2% and gathering for meals, and worship during an outdoor Eucharist. For more

information, to register your interest, or to sign up for it, contact
info@gatherchurchteesdale.com

COLLECT for EASTER SUNDAY

God of glory,

by the raising of your Son

you have broken the chains of death and hell:
fill your Church with faith and hope;

for a new day has dawned

and the way to life stands open

in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

COLLECT for EASTER SUNDAY
Risen Christ,

for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred:

open the doors of our hearts,

that we may seek the good of others

and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace,
to the praise of God the Father. Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

God of Life,

who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son
to the death of the cross,

and by his glorious resurrection

have delivered us from the power of our enemy:
grant us so to die daily to sin,

that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his
risen life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Lord God our Father,

through our Saviour Jesus Christ

you have assured your children of eternal life
and in baptism have made us one with him:
deliver us from the death of sin

and raise us to new life in your love,

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen
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First Reading (EASTER SUNDAY): Acts 10:34-43

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘| truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,
for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 4! not to all
the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God
as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’

The Gospel (EASTER SUNDAY): Luke 24.1-12

I But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had
prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not find the
body. 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5 The
women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for
the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. ¢ Remember how he told you, while he was still in
Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise
again.’ 8 Then they remembered his words, ? and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and
to all the rest. 19 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with
them who told this to the apostles. !! But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe
them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves;
then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

First Reading (EASTER 2): Acts 5:27-32

27 When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The high priest questioned

them, 28 saying, ‘We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with
your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles
answered, ‘We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30 The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus,
whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 3! God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Saviour, so
that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so
is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.’

The Gospel (EASTER 2): John 20:19-31

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with

you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. 2! Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” 22 When
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24 But Thomas (who was called
the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, ‘We
have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in
the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.’

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but

believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 2? Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30 Now Jesus did many
other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 3! But these are written so that
you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have
life in his name.



